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Communication to STEP members in Alberta

RE: Alberta Law Reform Institute: Report of Electronic Wills

On behalf of the Chair of STEP Calgary, Kenneth Keung, and the Chair of STEP Edmonton, Salvatore Amelio,
please follow the link below to access a survey asking if Alberta’s Wills and Succession Act should include new
rules for the creation of electronic wills. As you may know, the WSA is currently silent with regard to electronic
wills. This silence may lead to uncertainties and complications for estate planning. The ALRI is looking to get some
early input into the project, which will help them to identify issues they need to consider.

At this stage, they are asking to hear from professionals who are regularly engaged in estate planning or probate;
with particular interest in hearing about any practical challenges or complications that may arise because of
electronic wills, and any practical difficulties arising from the temporary remote witnessing protocols.

The survey should take no more than 5 - 10 minutes. Access the survey here: Electronic Wills Early Consultation
Survey

STEP members are encouraged to share the survey with colleagues or other professionals they work with.

In addition to the survey, they are also planning a number of telephone interviews and Zoom meetings in October
or November of 2022 so that practitioners can share their experience and perspectives on electronic wills. Anyone
who is interested in participating can sign up through the survey.

The survey will be open until the end of April.

The ALRI anticipates publishing a Final Report in early spring 2023.

Kenneth Keung, TEP Salvatore Amelio, TEP
Chair, STEP Calgary Chair, STEP Edmonton
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